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Overview of the 4FRI

ÁDeparture from historical conditions

ÁLarger, hotter, more destructive wildland 

fires

ÁInability to treat forests fast enough with 

ñbusiness as usualò approach

ÁAppropriate thinning of trees to reduce 

density and improve forest structure

ÁReturn of frequent, low-intensity fire

ÁPrescribed fire 

ÁManagement of natural fires to meet 

restoration objectives

ÁSupport sustainable forest products 

industry(ies)

ÁPromote economic development

ÁOffset costs of forest thinning



Overall Goals

ÁPlan and implement restoration 

treatments across an area of 2.4 

million acres

ÁTotal area for mechanical 

treatment: ~1 million acres over 

~20 years

ÁTreat ~30,000 additional 

acres/year, primarily through 

stewardship contracts

ÁIn combination with our normal 

program (~17,000 acres/year), 

we would treat nearly 50,000 

acres/year of ponderosa pine 

forest across the four forests



The Four Forest Restoration Initiative



The 4 Forest Restoration 

Initiative

This initiative builds on a number of past 

collaborative efforts, including:

ÁNatural Resources Working Group in 

the White Mountains

ÁGreater Flagstaff Forests Partnership

ÁWestern Mogollon Plateau Landscape 

Assessment (2004)

ÁWhite Mountains Landscape 

Assessment (2005)

ÁStatewide Strategy for Restoring 

Arizonaôs Forests (2007)

ÁAnalysis of Small-Diameter Wood 

Supply in Northern Arizona (2008)

ÁKaibab Forest Health Focus (2009)


