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Statement by Governor Jan Brewer 
 
 

Phoenix – “As Governor of the State of Arizona, my highest priority is the safety and security of 
our citizens. I met late today with Arizona ranchers, and heard their concerns, which I deeply share. 
Arizona roads and open spaces have become thoroughfares for illegal alien traffic and smuggling 
operations — drugs, arms and humans.  Recently, an Arizona rancher in southeastern Cochise 
County was shot and killed, with evidence suggesting the crime was part of border-related criminal 
activity. With regard to border security, I am not taking “No,” for an answer from the federal 
government. I visited the area, and I’ve seen firsthand what needs to be done. I’ve communicated 
with President Obama and repeated my numerous requests for additional troops. I will NOT accept 
the notion that border security is a responsibility of Arizona and the other Border States, but I will do 
what is necessary to protect this great State if additional federal assistance is not forthcoming.”  
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