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What is the Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC)? C@ﬁ&
The DDPC is a state affiliated organization that was created to meet the charter y
set forth in the 2004 Public Law 106-402, also known as the Developmental :
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (referred to as the “Act”). Working Together
The impact of the Act is far reaching, creating organizations in each state and territory of the United States to “assure
that individuals with developmental disabilities and their families participate in the design of and have access to
needed community services, individualized supports, and other forms of assistance that promote self-determination,
independence, productivity, and integration and inclusion in all facets of community life, through culturally competent
programs.”

Is the DDPC a State Agency?

The DDPC was created on September 3, 2009 by Executive Order of Governor Brewer. The DDPC replaces the
Governor’'s Council on Developmental Disabilities which was allowed to sunset and not be renewed on July 1, 2009
by the State Legislature.

Federal law requires that the DDPC be housed in a “Designated State Agency” or DSA. Through a written
Memorandum of Understanding, the Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) and DDPC have agreed to
mutual terms, where DES will provide essential support and guidance.

The Council membership is appointed by the Governor of Arizona who has absolute authority to designate
representatives as long as appointments meet guidelines set forth in the Act.

What Role Does the Federal Government Play?
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) serves as
the federal administrative agency for the DDPC. As such, ADD maintains the following authority:
= ADD has the authority to approve grant funding for activities carried out by the DDPC. The DDPC is almost 100%
funded though federal dollars.

= Approve and authorize implementation of the Five Year State Plan. While the DDPC prepares and submits the
plan based on comprehensive analysis of needs within the state, the ADD maintains full authority to approve,
modify or disapprove the State Plan. Approval of the Plan is necessary for the DDPC to expend federal dollars
allocated by federal grant.
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